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Trujillo, Identity, Race, Social Class 
and the Haitian Massacre

Trujillo, Identity, Race, Social Class Trujillo, Identity, Race, Social Class 
and the Haitian Massacreand the Haitian Massacre

•• Haiti and the Dominican Republic had a coHaiti and the Dominican Republic had a co--
dependent relationship with each other until 1937.dependent relationship with each other until 1937.

•• Trujillo was ashamed of his Haitian ancestry. It is Trujillo was ashamed of his Haitian ancestry. It is 
rumored he wore pancake makerumored he wore pancake make--up to lighten the up to lighten the 
traces of color his Haitian grandmother's blood had traces of color his Haitian grandmother's blood had 
left in his skin. left in his skin. 

•• Dominican society still snubbed him for his Dominican society still snubbed him for his 
workingworking--class family origins.class family origins.
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The Haitian MassacreThe Haitian MassacreThe Haitian Massacre
•• Trujillo made his intentions clear Trujillo made his intentions clear 

on October 2, 1937 in the town of on October 2, 1937 in the town of 
DajabDajabóónn where he held a dance in where he held a dance in 
his honor. He told the crowd that his honor. He told the crowd that 
he had a solution to the Haitian he had a solution to the Haitian 
problem.problem.

•• 30,000 of Haitians were killed in 30,000 of Haitians were killed in 
the massacre. Most of this the massacre. Most of this 
massacre took place around the massacre took place around the 
border town of border town of DajabDajabóónn and the and the 
aptly reaptly re--named Massacre River. named Massacre River. 

A person standing in Massacre River
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The DominicanThe Dominican--Haitian Border Haitian Border 
TodayToday

•• People from Haiti still People from Haiti still 
cross the border into the cross the border into the 
Dominican Republic Dominican Republic 
seeking a better life.seeking a better life.

•• As a response to the As a response to the 
massacre, people in massacre, people in 
many border towns have many border towns have 
reject the concept of reject the concept of 
race.race.

Haitians in the town of Dajabón
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