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ITS DIASPORA, HISTORY, AND
CULTURES




Africa: Its Geography and Political
boundaries




African Diaspora

"The African diaspora Is thediasporacreated by
the movements and cultures of blgkiiikcansand
their descendants throughout the world, to places
such as théamericas (includingthe United States
CanadatheCaribbeanCentral Americaand

South AmericaEuropeandAsia. Much of the
African diaspora is descended from people sold
into slavery during the transatlantic slave trade,
with the largest population living iBrazil.




African Diapora

AAfrican Americans

AAfro -Latin Americans —in South and Central America
AAfro -Arabs — Various people of the Middle east whose
ancestors were also brought during the coloniaesieade peod
(150C1850) established communities in Yemen, Pakistaah, a
India. Many share the similar nansdeed (SheedisShudra and
Siddi), which is also the name of the Southern Egypt(&eaged),
who exhibit strong African and Equatorial origingdaa distinct
culture from the northern Egyptians of the Delta.




African Diaspora

The African diaspora is also the story of how
Africans, though scattered dispersed,
managed to retain their traditions and reform
their identities in a new world. Elements of
African culture such as religion, language,
and folklore endured and were their links to
their past lives.




Early History of Africa

“So far the evidence that we have in the world
points to Africa as the Cradle of Humankind”.
Unesco , General History of Africa

Most of the available scientific evidence
suggests Africa was the continent in which
human life began.

It Is In Africa that the oldest fossils of the
early ancestors of humankind have been
found




Timeline to Homo sapiens (modern
man)

5-3 Million BC: First hominids walk East and
Southern Africa, known as Australopithecines

3-1.5 Million BC: Early Stone Age

Emergence of Homhabilis"the toolmakéi

1.751 Million BC: Evolution of Homo erectus
used of hand axes and shaped stone scrapers

1 million-40,000 BC: Middle Stone Age
Evolution of early form of Homo sapiens
modern man




People of Africa and The Nile Valley (Egypt)




OOver three thousand years ago there were two important
developments in West Africa: long distance trade, and the
ability to manipulate stone, clay and metals to sophisticated
degree.

Against this background, there arose a number of kingdoms
and empires starting in the 5th century through to the 16th
century. Common to each of these great empires was
extensive trans-saharan trade with the North, large standing
armies and an effective system taxation.

EExamples of Empires: Ghana, Mali, Shonghal, Ife, Asante, etc




The Ghana Empire (West Africa)

WWhat is clear, is that the Ghana Empire derived power and wealth from gold.
And the introduction of the camel in the Trans-Saharan trade boosted the
amount of goods that could be transported.

Most of our knowledge of Ghana comes from Arab writers. Al-Hamdani, for
example, describes Ghana as having the richest gold mines on earth.

The route taken by traders of the Maghreb to Ghana would have started in
North Africa in Tahert, sweeping down through Sijilimasa in Southern
Morocco. From there the trail went south and inland, roughly running parallel
with the coast. Then it curved round to the south east through Awdaghust,
finally ending up in Kumbi Saleh - the royal town of Ghana.




African Diaspora and the Slave
Trade
( 1444 to 1800)

WWithin the space of four hundred years millions of people
were forcibly taken from Africa as slaves. The majority of
them went to the Americas, although many were taken to the
Middle East and North Africa.

SSlavery had been practised all over the world for thousands
of years, but never before had so many people from one
continent been transported to another against their will.

lIt Is hard to be precise, but around 15 million Africans in total
were forcibly taken from the continent into slavery. Large
scale slave trading in Africa ceased towards the end of the
19th century, but its legacy continues today.




African People and Europe: Colonialism
(1800-1914)

A system of political, economic, and cultural domination
forcibly imposed by a technologlcally superior foreign
minority on an indigenous majority.

It relied on "scientific" assumptions about superiority. It
assumed that the nation state and an industrial capital
economy were the most advanced forms of human
organization.

It assumed an innate moral inferiority on the part of
Africans.

It depended on economic exploitation and political
oppression.

In 1884-85 European Powers met at Berlin to decide how
they would divide up Africa between themselves.




Independence after World War |I: neo-
colonialism

AAfter the Second World War people in Africa
wanted change. Only Egypt, Liberia and
Ethiopia were independent at that point. But It

was Indian self-rule which triggered the
momentum leading to independence.
Everywhere the mood was hopeful as people
were inspired by the vision of a new society
free of European control.




African People and Africa
Today?




