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ITS ITS DIASPORADIASPORA, HISTORY,  AND , HISTORY,  AND 
CULTURESCULTURES



Africa: Its Geography and Political Africa: Its Geography and Political 
boundariesboundaries



African DiasporaAfrican Diaspora

�� TTheTTheAfrican diasporaAfrican diaspora is the is the diasporadiasporacreated by created by 
the movements and cultures of black the movements and cultures of black AfricansAfricansand and 
their descendants throughout the world, to places their descendants throughout the world, to places 
such as the such as the AmericasAmericas, (including , (including the United Statesthe United States, , 
CanadaCanada, the , the CaribbeanCaribbean, , Central AmericaCentral America, and , and 
South AmericaSouth America) ) EuropeEuropeand and AsiaAsia. Much of the . Much of the 
African diaspora is descended from people sold African diaspora is descended from people sold 
into slavery during the transatlantic slave trade, into slavery during the transatlantic slave trade, 
with the largest population living in with the largest population living in BrazilBrazil..



African African DiaporaDiapora

�� AAfricanAAfrican AmericansAmericans
�� AAfroAAfro --Latin AmericansLatin Americans ——in South and Central Americain South and Central America
�� AAfroAAfro --ArabsArabs —— Various people of the Middle east whose Various people of the Middle east whose 

ancestors were also brought during the colonial slave trade periancestors were also brought during the colonial slave trade period od 
(1500(1500--1850) established communities in Yemen, Pakistan, and 1850) established communities in Yemen, Pakistan, and 
India. Many share the similar name "India. Many share the similar name "SaeedSaeed" (" (SheedisSheedis, , ShudraShudra, and , and 
SiddiSiddi), which is also the name of the Southern Egyptians (), which is also the name of the Southern Egyptians (SaeediSaeedi), ), 
who exhibit strong African and Equatorial origins and a distinctwho exhibit strong African and Equatorial origins and a distinct
culture from the northern Egyptians of the Delta.culture from the northern Egyptians of the Delta.



African DiasporaAfrican Diaspora

�� The African diaspora is also the story of how The African diaspora is also the story of how 
Africans, though scattered dispersed, Africans, though scattered dispersed, 
managed to retain their traditions and reform managed to retain their traditions and reform 
their identities in a new world. Elements of their identities in a new world. Elements of 
African culture such as religion, language, African culture such as religion, language, 
and folklore endured and were their links to and folklore endured and were their links to 
their past lives.their past lives.



Early History of AfricaEarly History of Africa

�� ““So far the evidence that we have in the world So far the evidence that we have in the world 
points to Africa as the Cradle of Humankindpoints to Africa as the Cradle of Humankind””..
UnescoUnesco , General History of Africa, General History of Africa

�� Most of the available scientific evidence Most of the available scientific evidence 
suggests Africa was the continent in which suggests Africa was the continent in which 
human life began.human life began.

�� It is in Africa that the oldest fossils of the It is in Africa that the oldest fossils of the 
early ancestors of humankind have been early ancestors of humankind have been 
foundfound



Timeline to Homo sapiens (modern Timeline to Homo sapiens (modern 
man)man)

�� 55--3 Million BC: First hominids walk East and 3 Million BC: First hominids walk East and 
Southern Africa, known as Australopithecines Southern Africa, known as Australopithecines 

�� 33--1.5 Million BC: Early Stone Age1.5 Million BC: Early Stone Age
Emergence of Homo Emergence of Homo habilishabilis "the toolmaker"the toolmaker““

�� 1.751.75--1 Million BC: Evolution of Homo erectus1 Million BC: Evolution of Homo erectus
used of hand axes and shaped stone scrapersused of hand axes and shaped stone scrapers

�� 1 million1 million--40,000 BC: Middle Stone Age40,000 BC: Middle Stone Age
Evolution of early form of Homo sapiens Evolution of early form of Homo sapiens --
modern manmodern man



People of Africa and The Nile Valley (Egypt)People of Africa and The Nile Valley (Egypt)
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OOverOOver three thousand years ago there were two important three thousand years ago there were two important 
developments in West Africa: long distance trade, and the developments in West Africa: long distance trade, and the 
ability to manipulate stone, clay and metals to sophisticated ability to manipulate stone, clay and metals to sophisticated 
degree. degree. 

Against this background, there arose a number of kingdoms Against this background, there arose a number of kingdoms 
and empires starting in the 5th century through to the 16th and empires starting in the 5th century through to the 16th 
century. Common to each of these great empires was century. Common to each of these great empires was 
extensive transextensive trans--saharansaharan trade with the North, large standing trade with the North, large standing 
armies and an effective system taxation.armies and an effective system taxation.

EExamplesEExamples ofof Empires: Ghana, Mali, Empires: Ghana, Mali, ShonghaiShonghai, Ife, , Ife, AsanteAsante, , etcetc



The Ghana Empire (West Africa)The Ghana Empire (West Africa)

WWhatWWhat is clear, is that the Ghana Empire derived power and wealth frois clear, is that the Ghana Empire derived power and wealth from gold. m gold. 
And the introduction of the camel in the TransAnd the introduction of the camel in the Trans--Saharan trade boosted the Saharan trade boosted the 
amount of goods that could be transported. amount of goods that could be transported. 

Most of our knowledge of Ghana comes from Arab writers. AlMost of our knowledge of Ghana comes from Arab writers. Al--HamdaniHamdani, for , for 
example, describes Ghana as having the richest gold mines on earexample, describes Ghana as having the richest gold mines on earth. th. 

The route taken by traders of the The route taken by traders of the MaghrebMaghreb to Ghana would have started in to Ghana would have started in 
North Africa in North Africa in TahertTahert, sweeping down through , sweeping down through SijilimasaSijilimasa in Southern in Southern 
Morocco. From there the trail went south and inland, roughly runMorocco. From there the trail went south and inland, roughly running parallel ning parallel 
with the coast. Then it curved round to the south east through with the coast. Then it curved round to the south east through AwdaghustAwdaghust, , 
finally ending up in finally ending up in KumbiKumbi SalehSaleh -- the royal town of Ghana.the royal town of Ghana.



African Diaspora and the Slave African Diaspora and the Slave 
Trade Trade 

( 1444 to 1800)( 1444 to 1800)
�� WWithinWWithin the space of four hundred years millions of people the space of four hundred years millions of people 

were forcibly taken from Africa as slaves. The majority of were forcibly taken from Africa as slaves. The majority of 
them went to the Americas, although many were taken to the them went to the Americas, although many were taken to the 
Middle East and North Africa. Middle East and North Africa. 

�� SSlaverySSlavery had been had been practisedpractised all over the world for thousands all over the world for thousands 
of years, but never before had so many people from one of years, but never before had so many people from one 
continent been transported to another against their will.continent been transported to another against their will.

�� IItIIt is hard to be precise, but around 15 million Africans in total is hard to be precise, but around 15 million Africans in total 
were forcibly taken from the continent into slavery. Large were forcibly taken from the continent into slavery. Large 
scale slave trading in Africa ceased towards the end of the scale slave trading in Africa ceased towards the end of the 
19th century, but its legacy continues today.19th century, but its legacy continues today.



African People and Europe: ColonialismAfrican People and Europe: Colonialism
(1800(1800--1914)1914)

�� A system of political, economic, and cultural domination A system of political, economic, and cultural domination 
forcibly imposed by a technologically superior foreign forcibly imposed by a technologically superior foreign 
minority on an indigenous majority. minority on an indigenous majority. 

�� It relied on "scientific" assumptions about superiority. It It relied on "scientific" assumptions about superiority. It 
assumed that the nation state and an industrial capital assumed that the nation state and an industrial capital 
economy were the most advanced forms of human economy were the most advanced forms of human 
organization. organization. 

�� It assumed an innate moral inferiority on the part of It assumed an innate moral inferiority on the part of 
Africans.Africans.

�� It depended on economic exploitation and political It depended on economic exploitation and political 
oppression.oppression.

�� In 1884In 1884--85 European Powers met at Berlin to decide how 85 European Powers met at Berlin to decide how 
they would divide up they would divide up AfricaAfrica between themselves.between themselves.



Independence after World War II: neoIndependence after World War II: neo--
colonialismcolonialism

AAfterAAfter the Second World War people in Africa the Second World War people in Africa 
wanted change. Only Egypt, Liberia and wanted change. Only Egypt, Liberia and 
Ethiopia were independent at that point. But it Ethiopia were independent at that point. But it 
was Indian selfwas Indian self--rule which triggered the rule which triggered the 
momentum leading to independence. momentum leading to independence. 
Everywhere the mood was hopeful as people Everywhere the mood was hopeful as people 
were inspired by the vision of a new society were inspired by the vision of a new society 
free of European control.free of European control.



African People and Africa African People and Africa 
Today?Today?


