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Note on the Presentation

• The is one of a number of invited 
presentations for the ANTH 203 course.

• This presentation was totally prepared 
by the author and as such represents 
her thoughts on her experiences as a 
PCV in Jamaica.



Background

• What is Peace 
Corps?

• Reservations
• Assignment: 

Jamaica
• JA in NY



Step outside the walls 
of the all-inclusive…..

The land of plenty somehow has 
little.

• First impressions of Kingston
• Living with a host family in Linstead
• First time being a minority
• Are they speaking English?



Grand 
Valley Tours

• What would you 
like to do?

• Needs 
assessment

• Want versus 
need (who am I 
to say?)

• Craft project



Figuring 
out the 
cultural 
codes

• “yes, we will do it”

• insights onto labels 
and subtleties

• Breaking ground:expo



Rio Grande Valley 
Expo

• Delegating was not 
easy-soon come

• Conflict of Churches
• The day of the expo
• The co-op is thriving



Secondary Projects

• Coffee Season
• Teaching English and Arts and 

Crafts at the local Women’s shelter
• Women’s football (soccer)



Sustainable 
catalog

• Craft co-op resumed

• Organized to write 
another grant

• Was meeting and 
going without me

• Funding for 
sustainable catalog



More 
Secondary 

Projects

• Special Olympics/School of Hope

• Haitian Refugees
• Lindale Youth and Empowerment Camp

• PEPA summer camp
• Sisters of Mercy shelter



Day to day Jamaican life

• Walking down the street
• Soon come
• Market
• Rum bar
• Big sound/clashes



Jamaica 
today

• Clash 
between elder 
generation 
and the youth 
of today

• the price of 
peas

• there is no 
FEMA in 
Jamaica



Saying good-bye and returning 
home

• Business 
volunteer 
would be 
replacing me

• Was ready to 
go and did 
not want it to 
end

• Readjusting 
to the US



Resources on 
Jamaica

• Life and Debt : (Director Stephanie Black) a movie about the 
relations between the World bank and Jamaica

• The Harder They Come : (Director Perry Hanzell) a movie 
about the Jamaican dream of the music industry, staring Jimmy 
Cliff

• Born Fi’ Dead , A Journey Through The Jamaican Posse 
Underworld:  a book by Laurie Gunst (Henry Holt and Company 
LLC, 1995) about living in the Jamaican ghettos both in 
Kingston and the US.  It talks about the slave mentality in 
relation to Jamaican culture.

• Brother Man : a novel by Roger Mais (published by 
Heinemann, June 1, 1974)  about living and surviving in the 
Jamaican ghettos of Kingston


