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Goals To Discuss

• Independence
• The Old Economy

– Fishing
– Marketing
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– Marketing
– Small scale entrepreneurialism

• Transition to industrialization
– New Deep Water Harbor - Mass tourism
– International Air Port
– Assembly Factories



Independence:
Why are we now alone?
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Independence Parade 1966

The Supremes Performed

Royalty Said Good By



Independence
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Impacts of Independence

• Gradual integration of Afro-Caribbean peoples 
into power positions.

• People who come into power positions are 
trained in English universities and have 
credentials to show that they properly represent 
English society and values.
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credentials to show that they properly represent 
English society and values.

• No talk about being anything but what we have 
been, but now with us in charge. Real concern 
that no radical shifts will occur in the major 
dimensions of study in economy, policy, 
education, family structure, religion, etc.



So What is A Radical Shift

• Economy – trade outside the commonwealth?
• Family – recognition of children’s rights from no 

formally wed periods. Or, African styles of 
multiple wives as legal, instead of the “outside 
wife” system.
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wife” system.
• Religion – movement away from the Church of 

England toward Obea.
• Education – gain control over what is being 

taught, set the school leaving exams, find ways 
of making children successful in school instead 
of taking them out at 11 plus exam.



The Old Economy
Fishing
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Gender and Fishing

• West African – like style
• Men fish from small boats.
• Women purchase fish at dock, for resale.
• Women clean fish for a penny (2 cents).
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• Women clean fish for a penny (2 cents).
• Men go to fishermen bar and drink white 

rum – ouch!
• Women keep the money they make often 

investing it in rotating credit associations.



Old Economy – Moving Goods
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Transportation

• Roads are slow due to donkey carts everywhere.
• Edge of road usually is a deep drop off to drain 

away rain and ground water.
• Most men ride a heavy black English bicycle, on 

which they “bar” their wife and up to two 
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which they “bar” their wife and up to two 
children. Great legs. About 135, 000 bikes 
registered.

• Good bus transportation-not expensive, goes 
everywhere.

• All roads lead to the harbor – developed for 
moving sugar to ships.



Old Economy Marketing Produce
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Food
• Hot pepers used with coconut oil 

for flavor.
• Salt fish (some fresh) for protein –

mixed in dishes.
• Rice – picked to clean before each 

meal.
• Ground provisions – locally grown
• Tree starch – bread fruit (Artocarpus 
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• Tree starch – bread fruit (Artocarpus 
altilis) the breadfruit is believed to be native to a 
vast area extending from New Guinea through 
the Indo-Malayan Archipelago to Western 
Micronesia.

• the breadfruit is believed to be 
native to a vast area extending 
from New Guinea through the Indo-
Malayan Archipelago to Western 
Micronesia 

Image:Breadfruit From Wikipedia, the free encyclope dia



Main Open Market
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In the Open Market

• If it is fruit it probably came from another 
British colony or former colony.

• It probably came via wooden sail boat.
• It is probably being sold to you by a 
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• It is probably being sold to you by a 
woman.



Old Economy – Small Scale 
Entrepreneurialism
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In Side the Rum Shop

• Quick food – bread rolls cut with cheeze or ham 
slices in them – called Ham Cutters.

• Rum – soft drinks
• Tins of cornedbeef, sardines, evaporated milk
• Bulk items – rice, ground provisions (especially if 
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• Bulk items – rice, ground provisions (especially if 
the family has a farm plot)

• A Social Nexus – one or more men’s clique 
groups playing dominoes and engaged in 
oration, all the while drinking without become 
intoxicated



Rum Shops

• A way to invest small amounts of cash and 
make more small amounts of cash – what 
people call turning a penny. Usually 
attached to the home of owner.
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attached to the home of owner.
• Frequented by friends and family – thus 

success is primarily a function of the social 
skills of the owner.



Men’s Groups

• Generally formed as youths in grade school.
• Sorting of personalities to form a group of 5 to 8 

males, usually fully established by teens.
• Stay together (hang out Liming) as a clique the 

remainder of their lives, unless pulled away by a 
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remainder of their lives, unless pulled away by a 
spouse which often causes the male to leave the 
group.

• Each male succeeds in different ways, providing 
the group access to a range of services from 
farming products to bank loans.

• Male loyalty to male clique strongest social tie.



Swan Street
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Observations on Previous Slide

• Banks Beer truck – beer is considered a soft drink – one 
is literally asked when a guest in a home if they would 
like soft or hard, with the latter being distilled spirits.

• “Have a Banks Beer for breakfast” is and an ad. View as 
a food – healthy. Traditionally breakfast is the second 
meal of the day (taken 8-9), with the first one taken 
about 4 in the morning before people go to work. Cane 
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meal of the day (taken 8-9), with the first one taken 
about 4 in the morning before people go to work. Cane 
cutters are often seen 9-10 AM drinking in shops along 
the road leaving the impression to the outsider that they 
are unemployed drunks, but instead they have put in a 
full days of extremely hard work by this time.

• Small grocery – has more of a hardware and pharmacy 
smell with a few foods.

• Cars and trucks are almost exclusively from England.



Old Harbor - Careenage
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Inter-Island Sail Boats
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Foreign Shrimp Fleet
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Deep Water Harbor
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Deep Water Harbor

203 25



Before the New Deep Water 
Harbour

• Tourists were off loaded into small boats 
to come ashore.

• Goods from abroad were off loaded into 
barged and taken ashore.

203 26

barged and taken ashore.
• Only ships that docked were inter island 

wooden sailing ships and small boats.
• Airport small.



Hilton Hotel
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Tourism

• Pre-deep water harbor few hardy tourists came ashore, 
afterwards more than 100,000 annually came ashore for 
a meal, a drink, a curio usually made elsewhere.

• Hilton and other new hotels were American owned, 
managed, staffed, and orientated in terms of service and 
food.
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food.
• Estimated that one cent on dollar spent remained in 

Barbados.
• Hotels pressured government to train workers for service 

industry jobs, but most were fired because they “could 
not tell the difference between service and servitude” 
according to a response by the prime minister.

• Tourists brought and provided a market for (a) drugs, (b) 
sex, and (c) foreign imports. 



New Industry
In Tax-Free Industrial Parks
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New Industry: Managers
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New Industry: Female Preference
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Tax Free Industrial Parks

• Parks built with government funds.
• Ten year tax free operation.
• Little government intervention in how 

managed.

203 32

managed.
• Hired predominately females to keep 

wages low and worker under control.
• Few services: some factories even without 

bathrooms, but none (perhaps were some 
I did not see) with either child care or food.



Bim Then
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